NOTES 


ABBREVIATIONS 


TPQ, Book 1 Jigme Lingpa and Longchen Yeshe Dorje, Kangyur Rin- 


poche, Treasury of Precious Qualities, translated by Padma- 
kara Translation Group (Boston: Shambhala Publications, 


2010). 


TPQ,Book2 Jigme Lingpa and Longchen Yeshe Dorje, Kangyur Rin- 


— 


Pp 


Ww 


poche, Treasury of Precious Qualities, Book 2, translated by 
Padmakara Translation Group (Boston: Shambhala Publi- 


cations, 201 2). 


. Note that the Tibetan titles all contain the word precious (rin po che): 


The Precious Treasury of Wish-Fulfilling Jewels and so on. For the sake of 
brevity, and following the common practice among Tibetan scholars, we 
have systematically omitted this element in the English titles. 


. The possible exception to this rule is the brief explanations of certain 


aspects of The Treasury of the Wish-Fulfiling Jewels (Yid bzhin mdzod) 
composed by Mipham Rinpoche in connection with the edition he 
himself made of this text at the behest of his teacher Jamyang Khyentse 
Wangpo. Even though a few of these texts are elucidations of Longchen- 
pas meaning, they are not extensive commentaries in the sense intended 
here. 


. We know, for example, that The Treasury of Tenet Systems predates The Trea- 


sury of the Dharmadhátu (composed in Gangri Thókar), which quotes it. 


. While in Bhutan, Longchenpa built eight temple hermitages of which 


Tharpa Ling was the first and most important. Furthermore, in the 
fourteenth-century biography by Chédrak Zangpo, Longchenpa is said 
to have composed over 270 treatises, while Nyoshul Khen Rinpoche, in 
his Marvelous Garland of Rare Gems, raises this total to the vertiginous 
figure of 307. Most of these texts are said to have been composed during 
Longchenpa’s exile, only to be lost on the journey home. 
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S. 
6. 


7 
. Respectively, Chos dbyings rin po chei mdzod and gNas lugs rin po che 


14. 


IS. 
16. 


DT 


18. 


19. 


20. 
21. 
22. 


23. 
24. 
LS 


26. 
27, 


See Germano, “Poetic Thought,’ p. 24. 
Respectively, Yid bzhin rin po chei mdzod and Grub witht rin po chei 
mdzod. 


Man ngag rin po chei mdzod. 


mdzod. 


. Theg mchog rin po chet mdzod and Tshig don rin po chei mdzod. 

. See TPQ, Book 2, p. 426n400. 

. See TPQ, Book 2, p. 205. 

. Ibid., p. 208. 

. In Tibetan, these stages are respectively, gnad bkrol ba, gag bsdam pa, 


chings su bcing ba, and la zla ba. 

It should be noted that in The Treasury of Precious Qualities, Jigme Lingpa 
discusses the four samayas of nothing to keep in a slightly different order. 
¿Nas lugs rang byung gyi rgyud. 

sNang sbyang. 

It is clear from the wording of the text that the author of the biography is 
referring to the well-known proverb that describes the beneficial effects 
of all connections, good or bad, with bodhisattvas: “If the connection 
is good, one gains buddhahood in a single life. If the connection is bad, 
samsara itself will have an end” (rten ‘brel bzang po tshe gcig sang rgyas/ 
rien brel ngan pa ‘khor ba mtha’ can). See Biography, p. 54. 

Treasure revealers have occasionally appeared in other schools, one nota- 
ble example being the Fifth Dalai Lama. 

The theoretical basis for the revelation of spiritual treasures and the man- 
ner in which this occurs has been discussed in great detail by Tenpa’i 
Nyima (1865-1926), the third Dodrubchen Rinpoche, in his Las phro 
gter brgyud kyi rnam bshad nyung gsal ngo mtshar rgya mtsho. See Tulku 
Thondup, Hidden Teachings of Tibet. 

Ye shes bla ma. 

Nges shes sgron me. 

See TPQ, Book 2, p. 208. 

This famous saying is often quoted. See, for example, Dudjom Rinpoche, 
Counsels from My Heart, p. 88. 

See Tenpai Wangchuk’s reference to the story of Atisa and the two monks, 
p. 260. 

See p. 272. 

Seep. 11% 

That is, the realization of the union of appearances and emptiness, the 


28. 
29. 


30. 
31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


35- 


48. 


49. 
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union of awareness and emptiness, and the union of luminosity and 
emptiness. 

Pronounced Neluk rinpochei dzó chejawa. 

Skt. náma, Tib. ces bya ba. This is the traditional manner of indicating that 
the words in question are the title of a book. 

See TPQ, Book 2, pp. 240-41. 

A vajra is said to be impossible to cut, indestructible, truly existent, solid, 
stable, invincible, and unobstructible. 

In the present context, this term refers to the samayas of nothing to keep. 
See TPQ, Book 2, pp. 205-8. 

In the expression “Natural Great Perfection,” the term natural (rang bzhin) 
refers to the fact that the “face” or “likeness” (bzhin) of ultimate reality, or 
dharmata, is shown exactly as it is without modification or elaboration. 
This final element simply corresponds to the practice in Sanskrit and 
Tibetan literature of placing titles at the end of the sections, chapters, or 
texts that they refer to. 

The eight conceptual extremes are arising and cessation, permanence and 
annihilation, coming and going, and identity and difference. 


. This and the following paragraph are taken from the autocommentary to 


The Treasury of the Fundamental Nature. 


. That is, they are without intrinsic existence. 
. The following quotation, which in the Tibetan is said to be taken from 


the autocommentary to The Treasury of the Dharmadhátu, is in fact taken 
from the autocommentary to the present work. 


. One of the twenty-five principal disciples of Guru Padmasambhava. 
. See TPQ, Book 2, pp. 205-8. 


. A translator and minister of King Trisong Detsen who became a disciple 


of Guru Rinpoche. He is said to have attained the rainbow body. 


. See note 31. 

. ngo boi rig pa. 
44. 
. Shabkar Tsokdruk Rangdrol (1781-1851) was a celebrated nonsectarian 


thugs rjet rig pa. 


master of the Nyingma school and yogi of the Great Perfection. 


. See TPQ, Book 2, p. 256. 


. These factors are described here as impure because, compared with the 


Great Perfection, they belong to an inferior view. 
The enumeration here differs from the list given in TPQ, Book 2, pp. 


351, 447n660. 
That is, whatever is born will die, whatever is high will be brought low, 
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50. 
SI. 


Sh. 


53. 
54. 


55. 


56. 


57 
58. 
59. 
60. 
. See TPQ, Book 2, p. 238. 
62. 


61 


63. 
64. 


65. 
66. 


67. 
68. 


69. 


whatever comes together will be separated, and whatever is accumulated 
will be dispersed. 

The three impurities are clouds, mist, and dust. 

The nine activities are: outwardly, the deluded activities of body, speech, 
and mind; inwardly, prostrations, prayers, meditative concentration, 
and so on; and secretly, all physical movement, utterances of speech, and 
thought processes. 

The term translated here as “understood” is chinlab (byin brlabs), which 
normally means “empowered” or “blessed.” 

“Self” refers to inherent existence. 

That is, perceiving everything but without focusing on anything in 
particular. 

Here and later, spontaneous presence is referred to as “precious” in the 
sense that it was described as an all-providing, or wish-fulfilling, jewel in 
the first stanza of this section. 

In this context, beings to be trained referred to as pure are the buddhas 
and the bodhisattvas on the grounds of realization. Those referred to as 
impure are ordinary beings who have not yet reached the path of vision. 
See TPQ, Book 2, p. 282ff. 

See TPQ, Book 1, pp. 431-35. 

See TPQ, Book 1, p. 391. 

See TPQ, Book 2, pp. 238-39. 

That is, without specific focus. 


This is a reference to the “five days of meditation” in which a “day” cor- 
responds to the period of time a practitioner is able, while still alive, to 
remain in the state of luminosity. It is said that this experience can last for 
as much as five “days.” 

See TPQ, Book 2, pp. 240-41. 

This is rig pa ‘bras bu cog bzhag, the fourth of the four states of “leaving as 
it is” (cog bzhag bzhi). 

The autocommentary to The Precious Treasury of the Fundamental Nature. 
That is, “nyingtik” (saying thig), the teachings of the Great Perfection in 
their most essential and refined form. 

Mkha gro saying thig. 

See Root Stanzas on the Middle Way, XV, 7. An account of the Buddha’s 
conversation with Katyayana (Kaccayana) is found in the Samyutta 
Nikaya. See Bikkhu Bodhi, The Connected Discourses of the Buddha, 544. 


According to the Nyingma tradition, six levels or grounds, the result of 
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the practice of the inner tantras, are added to the usual ten. The sixteenth 
ground, titled Unsurpassed Wisdom (Ye shes bla ma'i sa), corresponds to 
the “ever-youthful vase body,’ the ultimate attainment of Atiyoga. 

70. See TPQ, Book 2, p. 205. 

71. This is taken from a prayer for the preservation of the Nyingma teachings 
The Teachings Pleasing to the Dharma King (sNga gyur bstan paí smon lam 
chos rgyal dgyes pai zhal lung). 

72. kLong chen snying thig. 

73. This is also referred to as the Four Parts of Nyingtik (sNying thig ya bzhi). 

74. Respectively, mKha’ gro snying thig, Bi ma snying thig, mKha’ gro yang tig, 
and bLa ma yang tig. 

75. Zab mo yang tig. 

76. khregs chod. 

77. thod regal. 





GLOSSARY 


arising-subsiding 

awareness 

character (luminous) 
cognitive power/potency 
creative power 

display 

equality 

evenness 

fundamental nature 
fundamental stratum 
hallucinatory perceptions 
luminosity 

natural meditative absorption 
nature 

nonexistence 

open and unimpeded 
open(ness) and free(dom) 
ornament 

primordial openness and freedom 
primordial /primal wisdom 
self-experience of awareness 
single nature 


spontaneous presence, 
spontaneously present 


subjective mental experience 


shar grol 

rig pa 

rang bzhin 
thugs rje 
rtsal 

rol ba 
mnyam nyid 
phyal ba 
gnas lugs 
rang mal 
khrul snang 
od gsal 
rang bzhin bsam gtan 
ngo bo 

med pa 
zang thal 
grol ba 
rgyan 

ye grol 

ye shes 

rang snang 
gcig pu 

lhun grub 


TAN SHAN 
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to essentialize key points gag bsdam pa 

to gain clear conviction la bzla ba 

to reveal key points gnad bkrol ba 

to subside grol ba 

to subsume key points chings su bcings pa 


ultimate reality, dharmatá chos nyid 


TEXTS CITED IN 
KHANGSAR TENPAI WANGCHUK’S 
COMMENTARY 


All-Creating King Tantra, Kun byed rgyal poi rgyud 

All-Tlluminating Sphere Tantra, Kun gsal thig le’i rgyud 

Autocommentary on the Treasury of the Dharmadhatu, Chos dbyings rin 
po che’i rang grel by Longchenpa 

Confession of the Fourteen Downfalls of the Mantra, sNgags kyi rtsa ltung 
bcu bzhi’i bshags sdom 

Direct Immediacy of Awareness, Rig pa spyi blugs by Garab Dorje 

Examination of the Key Point of Timeliness, Dus gnad brtags pa by Guru 
Padmasambhava 

Great Commentary on the Prajaparamita in Eight Thousand Lines, 
brGyad stong grel chen 

Great Garuda Tantra, Khyung chen gyi rgyud 

Guhyagarbha Tantra, Tantra of the Secret Essence, rGyud gsang ba snying 
po 

Heap of Jewels Tantra, Rin chen spungs pa’i rgyud 

Illusory Net of Manifestations Tantra, sGyu phrul drva ba’i rgyud 

Instantaneous Severance of the Three Times, Dus gsum chig chod by Garab 
Dorje 

Lion’s Perfect Power Tantra, Seng nge rtsal rdzogs chen po’i rgyud 

Meeting the Three Kayas, sKu gsum thug phrad by Garab Dorje 

Mirror of Samantabhadra’s Mind Tantra, Kun bzang thugs kyi me long gi 
reyud 

Natural Subsidingof Characteristics, mT5han ma rang grol by Garab Dorje 

Oral Lineage, sNyan rgyud 

Pearl Garland Tantra, Mu tig phreng bai rgyud 

Precious Tala Sutra, dKon mchog ta la’i mdo 

Root Stanzas on the Middle Way, dBu ma rtsa ba shes rab 

Six Consciousnesses Overwhelmed, Tshogs drug zil gnon by Garab Dorje 
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Six Expanses Tantra, kLong drug gi rgyud 

Supreme Array of Studded Jewels Tantra, Nor bu phra bkod chen poi rgyud 

Tantra of Auspicious Beauty, bKra shis mdzes ldan chen poi rgyud 

Tantra of Awareness Self-Arisen, Rig pa rang shar gyi rgyud 

Tantra of Samantabhadra, Kun tu bzang poi rgyud 

Tantra of the Blazing Relics, sKu gdung "bar ba'i rgyud 

Tantra of the Great Victory Banner Never to Be Lowered, Mi nub rgyal 
mtshan chen poi rgyud 

Tantra That Embodies the Definitive Teachings of the Great Perfection, 
rDzogs chen nges don "dus pai rgyud 

Tantra without Letters, Yi ge med pa’i rgyud 

Treasury of the Dharmadhátu, Chos dbyings rin po che’i mdzod 

Union of the Sun and Moon Tantra, Nyi zla kha sbyor gyi rgyud 

Word-Transcending Tantra, sGra thal gyur rtsa bai rgyud 
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action on equality of dharmakaya, 128 
black and white, equality of, on evenness, 127 
133-34 on five teachers of enlightened 
mind, 194, 195 
on Great Perfection, 204 
on nonaction, 125 


dissipated by wisdom, 136 
evenness and, 22, 148-50 
freedom from, 18, 139, 140-42, 
146 on phenomena, 77, 78, 225, 227 
letting go of, 161 on practice, not striving in, 203 


as misleading, 15, 126-27 

nine types, 140, 288n51 

within nonexistence, 14, 15, 123-25 
transcending, 32, 35, 188, 200-201 
See also nonaction 


on primordial wisdom, 84, 230-31 

on Samantabhadra, 231-32 

sky example in, 74-75 

space example in, 85, 88, 168, 
200-201 


Akong Khenpo Lozang Dorje, xxv 

Akyong Togden Lodré Gyatso, 
XXV1li-Xx1ix, 63 

Alak Yongdzin Lozang Khedrub 
Gyatso, xxviii 

Alak Zenkar, xxxiv—xxxv 


All-Creating King Tantra, 89, 90, 


on spontaneous presence, 176 
on suchness, 129 
on thoughts, 240 
on triple kaya, 180-81 
on ultimate reality, 122-23, 149 
All-IMuminating Sphere Tantra, ‘The, 
87, III, 114, 147, 148, 153, 208, 


171, 189-90, 273, 274 

on all-creator, 70, 234 

on appearances, 167, 178-79, 236 

on Atiyoga, suitability for, 260-61, 
262 

on awareness’ expanse, 248, 
249-50 

on buddhas, 188-89 

on causal and resultant vehicles, 
136 

on causality, 120-21 

on dharmata, 106 

on disciples, 266, 268-69, 272 

on effort, 187 

on enlightened mind, 166, 169, 
170 

on entrustment, 275-76, 277 


218-19 
appearances 

as adornment, 85 

arising, abiding, subsiding, 12-13, 
114-16, 165, 232-33 

within awareness, 46, 247-50 

bringing onto path, 163 

dissolution of, 245 

evenness of, 150-51 

impure, threefold character of, 182 

indivisibility of, 145 

intrinsic being, lack of, 5, 78 

leaving as is, 38-39, 216-17, 
242-43 

as meditative absorption, 
essentialized, 34, 196—98 

and mind, blending of, 110, 162-63 
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appearances (continued) 
as mind, refutation of, 80-83 
nonexistence of, 15, 128-29 
not blocking, 33, 193, 195 
as primordial wisdom, 
essentialized, 44, 238-39 
recognizing nature of, 13, 117-18 
six ways of arising, 185 
as sole sphere of awareness, 41, 
224-26 
See also under emptiness; ground 
apprehender and apprehended, 26, 
99, 167 
analysis of, 95-96 
within dharmadhatu, 79-80 
dissolution of, 215 
evenness of, 21-22, 23, 147-48, 
154, 155 
knowing and, 84 
primordial purity of, 162 
as self-arisen awareness, 4.7, 251-52 
transcending, 24, 157-58 
Atisa, 260 
Atiyoga. See Great Perfection 
awareness 
appearances and, 77-78, 116 
beyond causality, 7, 28, 91-94, 
173-753 273-74 
beyond extremes, 43, 235 
characteristics of, 168 
creative power of, 83-85, 116, 153, 
157, 176 
direct realization of, 105 
evenness of, 25, 26, 161, 162-63, 
164-65 
and expanse, union of, 218 
inexpressibility of, 47, 252-53 
lack of awareness and, 254-55 
leaving as is, 240, 242, 243, 277N64 
nonaction and, 126 
recognition or nonrecognition of, 
41, 43,224, 225-26, 233-34 
single nature of, 43-44, 45-46, 
235-38, 247-50 
sole wisdom in, 42, 229-31 


as source of everything, 27, 168-69 
See also self-experience of awareness 


Bamda Thubten Gelek, xxvi 
Beacon of Certainty (Mipham), xxx 
Bhutan, xviii, xix, 285n4 
Blazing Lamp, The, 274 
bliss 
as awareness self-cognizing, 138 
in mind, 24, 25, 158, 160, 162—63 
presence of, 9, 32, 103, 188, 189, 254 
resting/remaining in, 12, 105, 107, 
114, 115 
as supreme absorption, 11, 110-11, 
198 
body 
attachment to, 266 
breaking seal of, 214, 215-16, 
288n62 (see also death) 
ease in, 25, 160, 161 
buddha fields, 42, 143-44, 182-83, 
231 
buddhahood, 87 
beyond extremes, 138, 209 
at time of death, 217-19, 221-22 
unfabricated, 105-6 
buddhas, 183-84, 225-26, 229 
as enlightened mind, 234 
minds of, 30, 45, 188—89, 230, 244, 
245 
self-experience of, 231 


calm abiding, 112, 220 
causal vehicles, 17, 135-36. See also - 
lower vehicles 
causality, xxiv, 68, 92, 123 
clinging to, 49, 258, 260 
nonexistence of, 15, 128-29 
purpose of teachings on, 15, 32, 124, 
188, 189-90 
transcending, 14, 17, 120-21, 122, 
134-36 
certainty. See conviction 
childish beings, 8, 9, 16, 96-97, 
102-3, 132-33, 189 


cleverness, trap of, 101-2, 126 
clinging, 16, 132-33 
to causality, 49, 258, 260 
evenness and, 23, 152, 13-54 
to lesser vehicles, 49, 258, 273 
naturally unfettered by, 25, 163 
perception without, 159 
to present life, 271 
to self, 156-57, 288n53 
subsiding of, 240, 249, 252 
cognitive power/potency 
creative power of, 83-84 
ignorance and, 211 
as luminosity, 81-82, 111, 218 
as nirmanakaya, 192, 205 
as spontaneous presence, 36, 182, 
185 
commentaries 
on Longchenpas works, xvi-xvii, 
285n2 
word and meaning, distinctions 
between, xv—xvi 
compassion, objects of, 16, 132-33 
concentration, 288n51 
in causal vehicles, 36, 203 
conceptual, 123, 129, 137 
on dharmata, 2.43 
of natural resting, 39, 220-21 
river-like, 111 
of spontaneous presence, 35, 200 
Confession of the Fourteen Downfalls 
of Mantra (Sura), 262, 263-64 
confidence, 92, 114, 162—63, 191 
consciousness 
evenness of, 25, 160—61 
indivisible instants of, 94, 95, 148, 
238, 252 
as primordial wisdom, 
essentialized, 44, 238-39 
See also six consciousnesses 
conviction, 19, 142-43 
about appearances, 34, 196 
about apprehender and 
apprehended, 47, 251-52 
about awareness, 47, 252-53 
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about causality, 16-17, 28, 133-35, 
173-75 

in dharmata, 12, 112-13 

in dissolution, 38, 214—16 

in evenness, 28, 172-73 

in four extremes, transcending, 16, 
130—31 

importance of, 39, 219-22 

in nonexistence, 38-39, 216-17 

in objects of compassion, 16, 
132-33 

in phenomena is beyond names, 
18-19, 139-42 

in phenomena’ exhaustion, 
47-48, 253-56 

in phenomena’s nature, 10, 11, 46, 
106-7, 108, 109, 250-51 

in self-cognizing awareness, 17, 
137-39 

in spontaneous presence, 36-39, 
207-8, 212-14, 222-23 

yogic, 9, 1OO-101 

crystal sphere, 30, 179-80, 202, 237, 

248 


death, 217-19, 221-22 
delusion, 154, 155, 162, 211, 249 
dharmadhatu, 109, 139 
inseparability from, 128 
mind and object in, 79-80 
and primordial wisdom, 
inseparability of, 231 
resting/ dwelling in, 25, 161, 188 
sole wisdom of, 230, 233 
dharmakaya, xxii, 65, 92, 215 
actualizing, 68 
appearances within, 90, 99 
display of, 12-13, 114-16 
dissolution in, 38, 212, 213, 214, 
216, 217 
merging with, 104-5 
recognizing, 34, 196 
as sole sphere, 42, 226, 227, 255 
spontaneous presence of, 36, 203 
See also three kayas 
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dharmata, 68, 69, 287n33 
abiding in, 11, 15, 99-100, 108, 
127-28 
actualizing, 165, 188 
analysis and, 95 
appearances within, 12, 90, 114-15 
and dharmadhatu, merging of, 139 
evenness of, 27, 151-52, 168-69 
freedom in, 8, 96, 97-98 
phenomena within, 46, 248-49 
resting in, 9, 103, 104-5, 107, 109 
sign of realizing, 25, 162-63 
single nature of, 43, 232-33 
Dignaga, 84 
Dilgo Khyentse, xxii 
diligence, 50, 265-67 
Direct Immediacy of Awareness, The 
(Garab Dorje), 86, 113, 119-20 
disciples 
behavior of, 50, 267-69 
character of, 49-50, 265-67 
examining, $0, 270, 271-72 
Domtsa Namgyal, xxvii 
Domtsa Tertón Dudul Wangdrak 
Dorje, xxvii 
dream examples 
for phenomenal appearances, 5, 
8,26, 41, 79, 96—97, 165-66, 
226-27 
spontaneous presence, xxiv, 29, 79, 
201-2 


effort 
awareness hampered by, 107 
evenness and, 22, 14850 
futility of, 14, 123-24 
spontaneous presence and, 35, 
2024 
transcending, 6, 9, 14, 18, 35, 88, 
89, I0O—IOI, 120, 136, 139-41 
eight conceptual extremes, 82, 
287N35 
elements 
five, 33, 42, 193-95, 228, 234 
four, 5, 77 


emptiness, 14, 81, 108, 121 
all-encompassing dimension of, 11, 
96, 108, 109 
and appearances, inseparability of, 
44, ISI, 238-39, 251 
of awareness, 28, 174-75 
of awareness and phenomena, 
equality of, 41, 226, 227 
beyond causality, 14, 122 
of emptiness, 92 
endowed with supreme qualities, 
228, 229 
of individual things, 254-55 
of phenomena, 14, 18, 24, 121, 
139-42, 156-57 
radiance of, 237-38 
of sense objects, 147 
enlightened body, speech, mind, 31, 
184, 185-86, 231-32, 272 
enlightened mind 
as all-creating king, 234 
appearances and, 5, 42, 78, 79-80, 
228-29 
evenness and, 21, 22—23, 26-27, 
146, I51-52, 167-68 
as ground, 29, 175-76 
indestructibility of, 140 
like space, 5, 6, 34, 76-77, 85, 
198-99 
and ordinary mind, distinction 
between, 47, 82-83, 252-53 
phenomena arising within, 30-31, 
75> 119, 183-84 
principle of, 26, 165-66 
single nature of, 43-44, 236-38 
spontaneous presence of, 35, 
201-2, 203 
entrustment, 50—51, 271, 272-73, 
275-77 
equality, 222 
of awareness, 27, 76, 118, 161, 
168-69 
conviction in, 138 
five features of, 19 4-95 
of ground, path, result, 146 


leaving all in, 13 
of mind, 11, 21, 45, 109, IIO, 117 
of object and mind, 45, 238, 241, 
242-43 
of phenomena, 10, 106-7, 142, 
143-44, 172, 208 
remaining in, 158, 160 
spontaneous, 23, 33, 151-54, 
191-92, 199 
of three times, 173, 244 
unborn, 42, 228-29 
wisdom of, 26, 68, 164—65, 192, 
196, 210 
evenness, 24, 144-45, 156-57, 274 
all-embracing, xxiv, 45, 244 
conviction in, 19, 142—43 
minds flow essentialized as, 25, 
160-61 
nature of, 21, 145-46 
as phenomena’s exhaustion, 23, 
154-55 
principle of, 26, 166-67 
relaxing/ remaining in, 11, 111, 127, 
152, 154 
sealed by vajra expanse, 25-26, 
164-65 
Examination of the Key 
Point of Timeliness, An 
(Padmasambhava), 271 
example, exemplified, evidential 
sign, 43, 233-34 
examples 
barren woman’s son, 81 
bird’s flight, 13, 28, 117, 118 
clouds, 38, 211, 214, 215, 239-40 
garuda, 53, 221, 280, 281 
gold, 172, 183-84 
golden isle, 7, 88, 90, 91, 255 
jewels, all-providing/wish- 
fulfilling, 29, 31, 42, 175-76, 
184-85, 277-78, 288n55 
lapis lazuli, 41, 224, 225 
magical illusions, 5, 8, 78, 81-82, 
94, 95-96, 157 
Meru, 280 
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mirages, 9, 102 
mirror's reflection, 83, 115, 116, 131 
moon’s reflection, 41, 129, 150, 
LLO, 217 
rabbit's horns, 81, 100, 131 
rainbows, 173, 205 
river flowing, II, III 
sandcastles, 14, 123 
sky, 74-75, 115, 150 
victory banner, 45, 244, 246, 275, 
280 
Waves, 13, 115, 117, 118 
See also dream examples; space 
examples 
eyes, 218, 241 


faith, 50, 264, 265-67 
firm abiding in precious sphere, 39, 
217, 218 
five-colored lights, 30, 179-80, 
193-94, 202, 248 
four conditions, 123, 287n49 
Four Parts of the Heart Essence, 62, 
282, 289n73 
four samayas of nothing to keep, 
xxi—xxiii, 73 
four stages of, xxiii, 73, 74 
summary of, xxiii—xxv 
three factors in understanding, 
74-75 
See also evenness; nonexistence; 
single nature; spontaneous 
presence 
freedom, final place of, 45, 244-46, 
254-56 
fundamental nature, 7-8, 94-95 
actualizing, 165, 170-71, 215, 241 
freedom in, 97-98 
Great Perfection view of, 19, 122, 
140, 142, 144-46, 149 
of ground, path result, 67, 68-69 
of phenomena, 10, 21, 50, 102-3, 
106-7, 14.4—45, 173, 268 
of precious dimension, 211 
primordial purity of, 132-33 
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fundamental nature (continued) 
realizing, 25, IOI, 125, 135, 162-63, 
273-74 
remaining/resting in, xxii, 198, 199 
in title, meaning of, 65-66 
See also primordial/primal wisdom 
fundamental stratum, 74, 112—13, 
128, 174-75 
conviction in, 39, 219-20, 223 
of dharmakaya, 9, 38, 83, 103-5, 
118, 137 
spontaneous presence as, 38-39, 
21517 
stability in, 69, 106-7, 188 


Gangri Thokar, xvili-xix, 28503 
Garab Dorje. See Direct Immediacy 
of Awareness, The; Instantaneous 
Severance of the Three Times, The; 
Meeting the Three Kayas; Natural 
Subsiding of Characteristics, 
The; Six Consciousnesses 
Overwhelmed, The 
Geluk school, xxv, xxvi, xxviii 
generosity, 264 
Great Commentary on the 
Prajñaparamita in Eight 
Thousand Lines, 70 
Great Garuda Tantra, The, 101-2, 
IIO, 123-24, 126, 274 
Great Perfection 
benefits of, 51, 275, 277-78 
bestowal of, 50, 270-73 
conventional level and, 274 
entrustment of, 50-51, 275-77 
and Madhyamaka, distinctions 
between, xx—xxii 
and Mahayoga, distinctions 
between, 122 
nine expanses of, 282-83 
phenomena, approach to in, 
Xxili—XXV 
revival of, xvii 
seals of, 272 
secrecy in, XXXI, XXXIV, xxxvi 


space-like nature of, 9, 103-5 
starting point of, xxii—xxiii 
suitability for, 49, 124-25, 257-58 
(see also disciples) 
as summit of vehicles, 53, 69-70, 
123, 124, 136, 145, 221, 222, 280—81 
tantras and instructions of, 282 
three classes of, 258, 282 
unsuitability for, 49, 258-65, 276, 
277 
view of, 53, 73-75, 149, 283-84 (see 
also under fundamental nature) 
ground 
appearances of, 29, 42, 173, 
177-79, 211, 228 
establish by view, 273-74 
single nature of, 43, 232-33, 254 
ground, path, result, 65-66, 68-69, 
146 
grounds, sixteen, 269, 288n69 
Guhyagarbha, 170-71 
Guru Rinpoche. See 


Padmasambhava 


Heap of Jewels Tantra, 92, 93, 103—4, 
128, 258-59, 274 

Heart Essence of the Mother 
Dakinis, 258 

Heart Essence of the Vast Expanse, 
282 

homage, 3, 66-69, 272 

hope and fear, 23, 32, 152, 153, 154, 
155, 190, 191 


Illusory Net of Manifestations, 189 
impurity. See three impurities 
indication and non-indication, 
transcending, 12, 112, 113 
insight, deep, 44, 220, 241, 242, 243 
Instantaneous Severance of the Three 
Times, The (Garab Dorje), 


I5O—5I, 178, 202, 213-14 


Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo, 285n2 
Jamyang Zhepa, xxv 


Jigme Lingpa, xxii, xxx, 286n14 
Jigme Phuntsok, xvii, xix 


Kadam tradition, xxviii 
Kangyur Rinpoche, xxii 
karma 
awareness as core of, 100 
as enlightened mind, 30-31, 
183-84 
fundamental nature and, 65 
production of, 84 
realization level and, 92-94, 171 
ripened effects of, 126-27 
tantra and, xxxi—xxxii 
transcending, 8, 96 
Karma Lingpa, 143 
Katyayana, 259 
Khangsar Taklung Monastery, xvii, 
XXİX 
Khangsar Tenpai Wangchuk, xiii— 
XIV, Xvil 
biography of, xxv—xxx 
works of, xv, xxx 
knowing, 47-48, 83-84, 253, 254 


Langdro Kónchok Jungne, 99-100, 
287N41 
language 
as enlightened speech, 31, 184, 
185-86 
limitations of, 43, 113, 235, 253 
nonexistence of, 15, 128-29 
Lion's Perfect Power, The, 138, 164, 
209, 241, 250, 273, 274 
Longchenpa, xvii 
activities and works of, xviii—xix, 
61-62, 285n4 
autocommentaries by, xv, xvi 
name, meaning of, 283 
works of, 282 
lower vehicles, 10, 97, 108 
capacity for, 124-25 
causality in, 204 
clinging to, 49, 258, 273 
defect of, 9, 102-3 
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karmic fortune and, 132 
transcending, 6-7, 87-91 
See also causal vehicles 


luminosity, 83, 128, 171, 180 


cognitive potency of, 81 

field of, 160 

mother and child, 111, 214, 217-18, 
219, 220 

resting in, 274 

self-arisen, 17, 135, 136 

single nature of, 4.4, 238-39 


Madhyamaka, xx—xxii 
Mahayana, 258-59, 260 
Mahayoga, 122 
Mañjughosa, 61 
meditation 


as evenness, 243-44 

freedom from, 163 

thoughts in, 240 

transcending, 6, 11, 17, 87, 89, 
90-91, 92, 109 

view maintained in, 274 

See also non-meditation 


meditative absorption, 11-12, 


34, 110-13, 196-98. See also 
concentration 


meditative equipoise, 120, 218, 239 


Meeting the Three Kayas (Garab 


Dorje), 79-80, 91, 116, 153, 161, 
176, 208 


mental states/cognitions, 223 


arising, abiding, subsiding, 116, 
160, 165 

dissolution of, 38, 215 

emptiness of, 121 

evenness of, 23-24, 156 

natural state, leaving in, 38-39, 
216-17 

nonexistence of, 238 

as primal wisdom, 44, 239-40 

recognizing nature of, 117-18 


mind 


appearance essentialized as one’s 
OWN, 33, 193, 195 
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mind (continued) 
beyond conceptual extremes, 169 
creative power of, 24, 156, 157 
equality of, 110 
evenness of, 21-22, 147, 148 
nonexistence of, 12, 80, 114, 115 
and objects, equality of, 44-45, 
238, 240-43 
projection and withdrawal of, 118 
See also enlightened mind; mental 
states/cognitions; ordinary mind 
mind and mental factors, 84, 154, 
ISS, 157 
Mind Only school, 259 
Mipham Rinpoche, xxv, xxx, 281, 
285n2 
Mirror of Samantabhadras Mind 
Tantra, The, 80-81, 141, 274 
movement and stillness, 
indivisibility of, 240—41, 242, 
243 


Nagarjuna, 259 
Natural Great Perfection, 74, 83, 
287n33. See also Great Perfection 
Natural Subsiding of Characteristics, 
The (Garab Dorje), 97, 145, 
154-55, 221, 245, 249, 280 
nature of mind, 3, 65, 68 
direct recognition of, xxii-xxiii 
like space, 6-7, 87-88 
methods in seeking, 90-91 
primal wisdom in, 8—9, 98-100 
spontaneous presence of, 35, 202-5 
See also enlightened mind 
Ngari Pandita, 124-25 
nihilism, 260 
nirvana, 82 
arising of, 27, 168-69 
beyond adoption and rejection, 19, 
142-43 
creative power of awareness and, 
84-85 
in enlightened mind, 5, 38, 79, 
216-17 


within enlightened mind, 26, 165, 
166 
essentializing, 119 
as mere imputation/name, 14, 76, 
77,122 
primordial purity of, 38, 214-15 
purity and impurity of, 29, 178 
spontaneous presence of, 35, 36, 
201-2, 204-6 
as three kayas, 30, 33, 42, 181-83, 
I9I—93, 23132 
See also under samsara 
nonaction, 125, 127, 128, 134, 146 
nonconceptual equality, five features 
of, 194, 195 
nonduality, 88-89, 161, 240-42 
nonexistence, XXIV, IO, 14, 75, 106-7, 
121 
awareness, pervasion of, 11, 109-10 
core of, 9, 98-100 
definite conclusion about, 136 
evenness and, 21, 144-45 
as nature, 103—5 
principle of, 5, 76 
realization of, 8, 9, 96—98, 
100-102 
subsiding of, 192-93 
non-meditation, 111, 112, 113 
nonvirtue 
awareness as core of, 100 
beyond causality, 16-17, 133-36 
subsumed in nonexistence, 14, 123 
transcending, 7, 14, 91-94, 95-96, 
120 
Nyingma school, xvii, xxv, xxix—xxx, 
269, 288n69 


offerings, 268-69, 271-72, 276 
one taste 
of appearances, 145 
of appearances and consciousness, 
44, 238-39 
of phenomena and awareness, 
45-46, 247-48 
Oral Lineage, The, 220 


ordinary mind, 14, 110, 121 
arising of, 156 
and awareness, evenness of, 148 
and enlightened mind, distinction 
between, 47, 82-83, 252-53 
error of, 102-3 
limits of, 28, 164, 174, 175 
transcending, 18, 137, 138, 139, 246 
Orgyen Chókyi Dawa Palzangpo, 
61 


Padmasambhava, xxv, xxxii, 271, 
282 
Palgyi Yeshe, 88, 100, 287n39 
Palyul Choktrul, xxvi 
Panak Monastary, xvii, xxix 
Panak Ontrul Rigdzin Dorje, xxv 
partless particles, 81, 94-96, 251-52, 
259-60 
Pearl Garland Tantra, The, 246 
perception, 80-85, 102 
in emptiness, 26, 166, 167 
in meditative equipoise, 24, 158, 
159, 288n54 
moment of, 5-6, 41, 78-79, 110 
pure and impure, 225 
without fixation, 19 4 
yogic, 8, 96 
phenomena, 127 
analysis of, 7-8, 94-96 
arising, abiding, subsiding, 212-13, 
251 
and awareness, union of, 44, 46, 
235, 237-38, 249 
beyond extremes, 16, 37, 130-31, 
169, 200, 208-10 
beyond names, 18-19, 139-42 
dissolution of, 38, 214-16 
emptiness of, 14, 18, 24, 121, 
139-42, 156-57 
within enlightened mind, 26, 33, 
166-67, 192-93 
equality of, 13-14, 118-20 
as evenness, essentialized, 24, 25, 
157-58, 159, 163-64 
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evenness of, 24, 28, 156-57, 
170-73 
exhaustion of, 17, 23, 38, 137-39, 
154-55, 163, 212, 214, 216, 244, 
246 
Great Perfection view of, xx- 
xxii, 75 
impure, 30, 181 
nature of, realizing, 10, 13, 106-7, 
117-18 
nonexistence of, 5, 6, 14, 76-77, 
80-85, 122 
as openness, essentialized, 197 
root of, 34, 198-99, 232-33 
single nature of, 41-42, 224-26, 
226-27, 238-39 
as space beyond action, 15-16, 129 
as spontaneous presence, 
essentialized, 194 
within spontaneous presence, 35, 
36-37, 201-2, 205, 207-8 
See also under primordial purity 
pith instructions, xvii-xviii, 62, 258, 
277, 281-82 
prayers 
for freedom of all beings, 53, 
279-80 
for spread and prosperity of 
teachings, 53, 280-81 
Precious Tala Sutra, 97 
Precious Treasury of the Fundamental 
Nature. See Treasury of the 
Fundamental Nature 
primordial purity, 90, 112-13, 154, 
274 
of apprehender and apprehended, 
162 
conviction in, 39, 223, 252 
of dharmakaya, 215 
free of action, 128 
of phenomena, 16, 37, 41-42, 100, 
132, 138, 208-10, 226 
resting in, 104 
resting within, 44, 240-42 
of three worlds, 93 


310 — INDEX 


primordial/primal wisdom, 67 
appearances of, 42, 228-29 
awakening of, 66 
cause nor fruit in, 6, 86-87 
conviction in, 47—48, 135, 253-56 
description of, 69-70 
display of, 74, 90 
dwelling place of, 42, 230-31 
of equality, 26, 68, 164-65, 192, 
196, 210 

evenness of, 23, 152-53 

luminosity within, 24, 159-60 

mentation exhausted in, 24, 157, 
158 

as nirmanakaya, 180 

of path, 161, 216 

phenomena as, 41, 46, 224-26, 
250=$1 

resting in, 104, 165 

self-arisen and not self-arisen, 
distinction between, 84 

single nature of, 45-46, 247-50 

spontaneous presence of, 31, 185, 
186 

thoughts as, 4.4, 239-40 

purity, 66. See also primordial purity 


realization and non-realization, 171, 
243,245 

reasoning, 7-8, 47, 94-96, 130-31, 
152,154 

Root Stanzas on the Middle Way 
(Nagarjuna), 259 


Sakya Pandita, 61 


Samantabhadra, 121 


wisdom seal of, 26, 27, 164-6s, 
169-72 


Samantabhadri, 250 
samaya 


keeping, 263, 264, 266, 267 
transcending, 6, 87, 89 

use of term, xxi—xxii 

See also four samayas of nothing 


to keep 


samsara 


appearances of, 82 

arising of, 27, 168-69 

beyond adoption and rejection, 19 
142-43 

creative power of awareness and, 
84-85 

emptied of false appearance, 23, 
154, 155 

in enlightened mind, s, 38, 79, 
216-17 

essentializing, 119 

ground of, 82 

as mere imputation/name, 14, 76, 
77, 12% 

and nirvana, equal status of, 6, 
86-87, 107 

and nirvana, illusory difference 
between, 41, 224-25 

primordial purity of, 38, 214-15 

purity and impurity of, 29, 178 

spontaneous presence of, 35, 36, 
2OI-2, 204-6 

subsumed within enlightened 
mind, 26, 165, 166 

as three kayas, 30, 33, 42, 181-83, 
191-93, 231-32 


body, speech, mind of, 231-32 

dharmakaya, 9, 98, 99, 109, 128, 
144-45, 152 

evenness essentialized as, 24, 157-58 

expanse of, 18, 139, 140-42 

homage to, 3, 66-67 

nature of, 11, 108 

as spontaneous presence, 36, 
204-6 


Santideva, 259 | 
Sautrantika tenet system, 95 
scholarship, limits of, 152 
secrecy, XXXi—XXXVÍ 
importance of, 263-65 
maintaining, 50—51, 265, 267, 275, 
277 
purpose of, 260-61 
seal of, $0, 271, 272 


Secret Heart Essence, 258, 288n66 
Secret Mantra, 262-64 
self 
clinging to, 78, 97 
distorted belief in, 130-31 
misapprehending, 193-95 
nonexistence of, 163 
sravaka view of, 260 
self-experience of awareness 
appearances as, 78, 90, 115, 116, 157 
cognitive acts as, 136-38 
as enlightened mind, 38-39, 216, 
217 
five elements as, 195 
nonexistence and, 9, 13, 1OO-101 
recognizing, 214, 215 
spontaneous presence and, 35, 
36-37, 182, 201, 207-8 
sense faculties, 24, 25, 158, 159, 163, 
199, 274, 288n54 
sense Objects, 21, 44, 147, 148, ISI, 
161, 240, 241 
Serta Larung Gar, xvil 
Seven Treasuries (Longchenpa), 
xvili-xx, 61-62, 285n3 
Shabkar Tsokdruk Rangdrol, 113, 
287N45 
single nature, xxv 
of ground, 43, 232-33, 254 
of luminosity, 44, 238-39 
of phenomena, 41-42, 224-26, 
226-27, 238-39 
of primordial wisdom, 45-46, 
247-50 
single taste, 25, 105, 162, 163, 168 
six CONSCIOUSNESSES 
dissolution of, 38-39, 216-17 
as empty, essentialized, 33-34, 
195-96 
relaxation of, 24, 33, 158—60, 193, 
195, 243-44 
Six Consciousnesses Overwhelmed, 
The (Garab Dorje), 146, 170, 182, 
205-6, 211 
Six Expanses Tantra, The, 108, 121, 
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145, 197, 201, 209, 210, 240, 
241-42, 243-44, 274 
six migrations, 16—17, 29, 42, 133-34, 
177, 228 
space examples, 136 
for awareness, 7, 10, 28, 43, 91—92, 
107-8, 175, 233, 234 
for enlightened mind, 5, 6, 34, 
76-77 85, 198-99 
for primal purity, 37, 209 
spontaneous presence, xxiv, 68, 245 
action and, 32, 188-90 
as all-supplying treasury, 31, 
184-86 
of appearances, 22, 67, 150 
effort and, 31-32, 186-88 
eight doors of, 185 
five sense doors and, 33-34, 196 
groundlessness of, 29, 177-79 
inconceivability of, 36-37, 207-8 
leaving as it, 34-35, 198-99 
nature of, 29, 175-76 
outer and inner, blending of, 
38—39, 216-17, 221 
phenomena within, 254 
as primordial, 32, 190-91 
as ultimate ground, 37-38, 212-14 
unwavering concentration of, 35, 
200 
See also under three kayas 
Sravakas, 259-60 
suchness, 8, 26, 32, 67, 96, 128, 
134-35, 164—65, 190-91. See also 
dharmata 
Supreme Array of Studded Jewels 
Tantra, The, 139,274 
Súra. See Confession of the Fourteen 
Downfalls of Mantra 


symbols, 22-23, 113, 151, 152 


Tai Situ Changchub Gyaltsen, xviii 

tantra, ten elements of, 17, 28, 122, 
135, 136, 149-50, 174 

Tantra of Auspicious Beauty, The, 


211 
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Tantra of Awareness Self-Arisen, 131, 
262, 264, 266, 267, 269, 270, 
272-73 

Tantra of Samantabhadra, The, 226 

Tantra of the Blazing Relics, The, 173 

Tantra of the Great Victory Banner 
Never to Be Lowered, 254 

Tantra That Embodies the Definitive 
Teaching of the Great Perfection, 
81, 98 

Tantra without Letters, The, 143, 
159-60 

Tashi Khyil, xxv, xxvi, xxviii 

teachers, xxxvi, 267 

criticizing, 49, 261-63 

elements arising as, 33, 193-95 
kindness of, 27, 169—71, 172, 261 
qualifications of, 50, 269-70 

textual embellishments, 114 

Thangkarma (gulag), xxviii—xxix 

Tharpa Ling, xix, 285n4 

Thósam Ling, xxv 

thoughts, 44, 78, 239-40, 241-42 

three doors, relaxation of, 161 

three existences, 6, 29, 86, 87, 93, 177 

three impurities, 136, 161, 162, 
288n50 

three kayas, 66 

as enlightened mind, 30-31, 
183-84 

as natural birthright, 32, 186-87 

as nature, character, cognitive 
power, 192 

spontaneous presence of, 30, 33, 36, 
178, 179-83, 191-93, 204, 205 

as ultimate expanse, 42, 231-32 

three times, 21-22, 147, 148, 173, 
244,274 

Tibet, xxvi-xxviii 

transmigration, 93-94, 220 

treasures, spiritual (terma), xxix—xxx, 
286n18 

Treasury of the Dharmadhatu, The 
(Longchenpa), xiii, xvii, xx—xxi, 
XXX—XXXİ, 62, 83, 285n3 


Treasury of the Fundamental Nature, 
The (Longchenpa) 
autocommentary to, 84-85, 103, 
179-80, 255, 273 
classification of, xvii-xviii, xix 
commentary, xv 
composition of, 53, 281, 283 
contents of, 283 
four samayas in, xxi, 62—63 
intended audience, xxxi—xxxvi 
oral instructions received on, xxix 
order of teaching, xix—xx 
promise to compose, 69-70 
purpose, fourfold interrelated, 71 
title, 65-66, 285n1 
and Treasury of the Dharmadhatu, 
relationship between, xx—xxi 
Treasury of the Wish-Fulfilling Jewels, 
The (Mipham), 285n2 
Treasury of Precious Qualities, The 
(Jigme Lingpa), xxii, 286n14 
trekchó, xxii-xxiii 
Trisong Detsen, xxxii 
Tsongkhapa, 61 
Tsultrim Zangpo Rinpoche, xiii, 
XIV, XV 
“twelve vajra peals of laughter,” 92 


union, state of, 62, 286n27 

Union of the Sun and Moon Tantra, 
The, 263,274 

Unsurpassed Wisdom (Jigme 
Lingpa), xxx 


Vaibhasika tenet system, 95 

Vairotsana, XXV, XXIX, 99 

vajra dance, 26, 164-65 

vajra essence, 27, 36, 68, 169, 205, 
206, 221 

vajra peak, 27, 170, 171, 172, 284 

vajra principles, four. See four 
samayas of nothing to keep 

vajras, seven qualities of, 68, 111, 140, 
287N3I 

vase body, 128, 245, 269, 288-89n69 


view 


introducing, sealing, essentializing, 
195 

loss of one’s conduct in, xxxii 

of natural state, 120, 287n47 

through meditation, 274 

transcending, 6, 87, 89, 90-91, 92 

Vimalamitra, 282 


virtue 


awareness as core of, 100 

beyond causality, 16-17, 133-36 

fabricated, 10, 105, 106 

in nonexistence, 14, 123 

transcending, 7, 14, 91-94, 95-96, 
120 
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Way of the Bodhisattva, The 
(Santideva), 259 

wisdom. See primordial/primal 
wisdom 

Word-Transcending Tantra, The, 199, 
229, 231, 245-46, 269, 270, 274, 
277-78 


Yingrik Drubpa Rinpoche, xv 
yogis 
awakening in present life, 217 
certainty of, 12, 18, 112-13, 137-39 
free of action, 32, 187-88 
of great secret, 15, 127-28 
realization of, 8, 96, 97—98, 131 
Yudra Nyingpo, xxv, xxix 


